Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 CAIRO 14872 130353Z 
ACTION NEA- 11 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 SSM-03 CIAE-00 DODE-00 PM-05 H-01 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-11 ACDA-12 10-13 AID-05 OMB-01 TRSE-00 /099 W 

037547 130536Z/15 

R 130348Z lUN 78 
FM AMEMBASSY CAIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 0226 
INFO AMCONSUL ALEXANDRIA 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
AMEMBASSY IIDDA 
USMISSION SINAI 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE CAIRO 14872 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PBOR IS LE EG 

SUBJECT: REACTION TO ISRAELI RAID ON LEBANON 

SUMMARY. PRESS BRANDED ISRAELI RAID AS "PRETEXT" TO AVOID 
WITHDRAWAL AND "UNPROVOKED" AGGRESSION. EDITORIALS ADD 
THAT RAID EVIDENCE OF "FAILURE TO RESPOND" TO INITIATIVE 
AND LACK OE COMMITMENT TO PEACE CALLS FOR "URGENT 
AMERICAN ACTION". BEGIN GOVERNMENT BETRAYS WEAKNESS IN 
TRYING TO LIQUIDATE PALESTINIAN PROBLEM BY FORCE. 
PREDICTABLY,REACTION MORE CONCERNED WITH HOW IT MIGHT 
INFLUENCE PEACE PROCESS THAN SITUATION IN LEBANON. END 
SUMMARY. 

1. PRESS JUNE 10 HEADLINED ISRAELI RAID, AHRAM LEAD 
DESCRIBING IT AS AIMED AT CREATING NEW SITUATION "TO DELAY 
COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL FROM LEBANON". EORMIN KAMEL, IN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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ARRIVAL STATEMENT JUNE 10, BRANDED RAID AS "UNPROVOKED" 
AND SAID IT RAISED DOUBTS ABOUT ISRAEL'S TRUE INTENTIONS. 

2. JUNE 1 1 EDITORIALS, IN ADDITION TO PLAYING ABOVE 
THEMES, DESCRIBE RAID AS NEW EVIDENCE OF ISRAEL'S "AGGRES- 
SIVE ATTITUDE" AND EAILURE TO LIVE UP TO INITIATIVE. 

ISRAEL'S LACK OE COMMITMENT TO PEACE CALLS FOR "URGENT 
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AMERICAN MOVE " REGARDING PEACE EFEORTS. FAILURE DIS- 
APPOINTING TO DREAMS OF "NEW ISRAELI GENERATION" WHO DREAM 
OCTOBER WAR WOULD BE LAST. BEGIN GOVERNMENT TOO "WEAK" 

TO DEAL WITH PALESTINIAN PROBLEM AT NEGOTIATING TABLE SO 
GOE STILL TRYING TO LIQUIDATE PROBLEM. BUT ISRAELI 
ACTIONS WILL ONLY CONVINCE WORLD, AND "EVEN ISRAELIS 
THEMSELVES", THAT BEGIN GOVERNMENT IS GREATEST OBSTACLE TO 
PEACE." 

3. COMMENT: REACTION TO RAID ITSELF WAS PREDICTABLY 
MILD, WITH EDITORIALISTS' MAIN CONCERN BEING HOW IT 
MIGHT ALREADY AFEECT OR DIRECT ATTENTION FROM PEACE 
PROCESS. EILTS 
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